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GENTLEMEN '

The present condition and prospect of the movement, in this
city, for a National Testimonial to the discoverer of the Anges-
thetic uses of Sulphuric Ether, render it desirable that a report
should be presented to you of what has already been done by
those actively engaged in forwarding its objects, and afford at
the same time a suitable occasion for submitting to your inspec-
tion and approval a plan for future operations.

During the three spring months three hundred individuals
were called upon, and the opportunity afforded them to add
their names to the subscription list for the National Testimonial.
A list of some hundred known benevolent men still remains.
In consequence of the absence of many of these persons from
home, and the time taken by most of them to consider the sub-
ject before giving their final answers, a longer time has been
occupied in this portion of the labor than might otherwise have
been expected. Pains have been taken in every case to forward
to the address of each individual so called upon the “Appeal
of the Members of the Medical Profession,” and in some in-
stances also ¢ The Trials of a Public Benefactor.”

The publication of this work, reccommended by the Executive
Committee, setting forth, as it does, *the circumstances con-
nected with and growing out of the discovery,” has been of
vital importance. The early steps in this movement were
laborious, tedious, and attended with unsupportable delays and
considerable expense, owing to the repeated public attempts to
revive exploded falsehoods, and deprive Dr. Morton of the syms-
pathy and support of the public, the press, and the medical
profession. The attempt to reply through the newspapers to
these misrepresentations of the supporters of rival claimants
soon made it clear that no honorable, fair, and decisive contro-
versy could be carried on with them. Simple statements of
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truth were offset by the appeals of partizan prejudice, and the
appeals to sincere philanthropy mocked by the demands of in-
terested virulence. It only remained, therefore, to resort to the
circumseribed influence of a private circulation of facts and
documents.

Though the “ Trials of a Public Benefactor” may have some
sale, yet as the facts which it contains were indispensable
to those urging forward this movement, and to the formation of
a correct public opinion and sentiment, its value and returns
should not be estimated by the number of its purchasers alone.
The slanders against the private character of Dr. Morton were
gaining credence, the press were unwittingly falling into error,
and the facts of history were suffering perversion for want of
such a publication. To meet these necessities has added largely
to the expenditure.

Without pretending to minuteness of detail, the annexed
statement of disbursements up to the present time will be found
not far from correct; Financial agents, stationery, printing,
cirenlating “ Appeal of the Medical Profession,” copyright of
“Trials of a Public Benefactor,” publishing ditto, defence in
cases of rival claimants, deduction from and expense of collect-
ing subseription of Board of Ten Governors—$4,103 00.

The following subseriptions have been made up to the present
time:

Board of Ten Governors, .......... $1,500
Society of New York Hospital,..... 500
Commissioners of Emigration,...... 250
1 %0f LLVIOTTIRTOING 80 ¥, BE 800
R ST I R PRATO PP . [
R R 150
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It is proper to remark, in conclusion, upon this branch of the
subject, that in setting on foot a measure of this kind many
delays are to be encountered and much expense incurred which
usually are not repeated.

It has recently been made known through the action of the
Board of Ten Governors of the city of New York, a copy of
which is herewith transmitted, that there is no longer any reason
for public institutions making use of anwmsthesia to delay pro-
moting the objects of this National Testimonial, on the ground
which the President of the Board labored so hard to establish,
namely, its illegality. On the contrary, there now appears in
the proceedings instituted by that Board the evidence that they
have a clear right to participate in this movement; and indeed
the recent verdict and judgment in the case of an officer of the
United States Navy establish the fact that all such institutions
have a right to pay, and may even be made to pay for the use of
this discovery, and that Dr. Morton has power, and no one else
has, to anthorize its use, and that he is entitled to injunctions
upon such institutions, with power to call their Governors or
Directors into Court to render an account for its past use,

The following plan is herewith submitted :

It is respectfully requested that the Executive Committee
invite the Presidents of the various eleemosynary Institutions in
New York and vicinity which make use of anmsthesia, to meet
them in conference, and consider the propriety of unitedly pay-
ing to the National Testimonial one-quarter of the one hundred
and eighty-seven thousand dollars required to reimburse Dr.
Morton for his expenditure, in giving this discovery to the world,
each institution making up its proportion.

New York and its suburbs have about forty eleemosynary insti-
tutions constantly making use of Dr. Morton’s discovery. Over,
twenty-five one-hundredths of the people of New York are
either treated in or by physicians sent from these institutions,
and about one-eighth of these patients exhibit cases requiring
the use of angesthesia.

You are too familiar with the casualties so frequently occur-
ring in this city and vieinity which fill the surgical wards of
these institutions, to need to be told that the number of persons
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thus receiving treatment, is much greater in New York than in
Boston and Philadelphia taken together. It is, therefore, with
propriety that New York is looked to for an amount of sub-
seription which shall establish the success of the National
Testimonial.

No one familiar with the facts in the case can doubt that a
large share of the benefits arising from this discovery are real-
ized by the governors of these institutions. Under these cir-
cumstances, it is not more than reasonable that they should pay
one-half of the sum expected from New York City, viz., fifty
thousand dollars.

It was proposed that each institution making use of the dis-
covery, subscribe its proportion according to the number of
patients so treated up to the present time. Many of these insti-
tutions, however, have kept no report of the number of cases
treated by the aid of anwmsthesia; and some not even of the
proportion of surgical cases to those of other sorts.

It would, however, be an insult to them to treat the matter as
one requiring a nice caleulation of such tables, and a penurious
weighing out of dollars and cents; while, on the other hand,
some method of calculation is necessary to give the plan pro-
posed that definiteness which is essential to an estimate of its
merits, as well as indispensable to its success. Another mode
that has been suggested for getting at the proportion each
institution should make up of the above amount, is that which
is based upon the summary of admissions in the last annual
reports of these institutions. For this purpose, Table A, in the
Appendix, has been compiled, and the attention of the Execntive
Committee is respectfully requested to its details. It will be
seen that a few cents upon each patient admitted since the dis-
covery, will make up, in the aggregate, the required amount,

The summary in Table A embraces many patients who have
Deen treated without charge; yet the governors of these institu-
tions, as is well known, are provxded with funds for the very
purpose by the General, State, and Municipal Governments,
and by private don’ltwns, and annual subscnpuuns from the
benevolent, so that no peculiar reason exists in their cases for
not joining in the present movement.* The benefit of the dis-

* See Table B,
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covery they have, in common with the rest of the world, enjoyed,
now enjoy, and will continue to enjoy. But their enjoyment of
it is an illegal one, which can only be turned into an honest
possession by paying to Dr. Morton a fair equivalent, each in its
proportion, towards reimbursing him for his actual expendi-
tures, deficits, and losses, in giving the discovery to the world.

It may be urged by some that these institutions do not all
have the money in hand for such a subseription, or that what
they possess is in buildings. The objection, however, is not a
decisive one. In such cases, they can come into the general
arrangement, and pay oft' their particular subscriptions by
instalments.

By some it has been suggested that they feared such a pay-
ment is illegal. The decision above referred to completely
removes this objection, however, and, what is more, establishes
the fact, that it is their present use of the ansesthetic discovery
which is illegal, and that in their continued use of it, under
existing circumstances, they are setting at naught all the laws
of private property.

But no less lofty motives than a sense of public honor are
appealed to. Itis believedthat Dr. Morton may still refrain from
standing upon his legal rights, and asserting his legal claims, all
the more, because they have been, at last, so fully and decisively
established. It is believed that he may still put his trust in pub-
lic justice and generosity, though waiting the movements of the
Committee and of those institutions to know whether or not the
gold medal awarded him by the Institute of France, the silver
casket given him by the citizens of Boston, and whatever else
he possesses that may be turned into money must be melted
up. It cannot be that by the failure of these institutions to join
in some arrangement like the one proposed above, he will be
subjected to the searching processes of chancery, and the opera-
tions of the law, which will forever remove from him his patent,
and thereby all right in this discovery, and involve the loss of
his house and farm, as well as the amounts already paid upon
them from this subscription.

These institutions treat annually over two hundred thousand
patients, and own millions of dollars worth of property. Through
your efforts they may be induced to set an example to the

2
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whole country, and do that which is not more than justice to
themselves. None but the medical and surgical profession,
who are competent to assert and maintain Dr. Morton’s claims,
can secure him any remuneration on the present basis. By
such a conference as the one proposed, and by the exertion of
the Executive Committee, the original plan formed at the
meeting in June, 1858, may be triumphantly carried out.
If these institutions do not make up their proportion of such a
fund, the result is not even problematical, but certain—the
National Subseription falls through ; and relief] if it ever comes
to Dr. Morton, will come too late.
I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
CoARLES PARKER,
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Table IB.
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Donations from Individuals,se.eu.o.. .. L s R 4850, 00
Rent of Rooms in Dispensary Building,eeee..vvoue. S 115209
$3,860 02
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